54th Edition
Spring 2019

Lighthouse Newsletter

Mark Your Calendars!
Annual Fall Beef BBQ Supper
Tuesday, August 27 | More on page 6

Inside this issue

Michael’s Accident
2

Announcements
6

Board Report
7

2

Michael’s Accident
School was out for the day
and, as he did every day, nineyear-old Michael was walking
along the side of the road on
his way home. The traffic was
busy as usual, but Michael
wasn’t paying attention to the
cars that were whizzing by.
Instead, he was thinking about
how hungry he was and hoping
that when he got home Ma
(mother) would be there and
would have something for him
to eat. He knew that Ma did her
best to bring home food for him
every day but there were days
when she couldn’t earn enough
money to buy food and when
that happened Michael would
need to go to bed hungry. He
was used to being hungry, but
it was hard to concentrate on
his lessons at school when his
stomach was so empty.
The car seemed to come
out of nowhere and everything
happened so fast, but the next
thing Michael knew he was
lying on the ground and his
left leg was a mangled mess
where the car tire had run
over it. The strangers around
him quickly came to his aid and
wrapped his leg in a blanket and

got him into a taxi to take him
to the hospital. Some of the
people that helped him noticed
that there were bone chips on
the ground where Michael had
been lying and they wondered
if the poor little boy’s leg could
be saved. More than a few
prayers were raised for the
young lad that had just had a
most unfortunate accident and
the kind people that came to
his aid hoped that God would
be merciful and provide the
resources and healing so that
Michael would not have life long
repercussions from what had
just happened.
The next few days were a
blur for Michael, he was in a
very strange place because he
had never seen the inside of a
hospital before in his life. His leg
had been bandaged by the doctor
and the nurses were taking good
care of him, but his leg hurt
very badly. Ma was always by
the side of his bed when he was
awake but she was sometimes
crying and he felt bad about
that. There was lots of strange
talk about surgery and drugs,
and there was also familiar talk
about money that was needed
and that Ma did not have any
way to pay. He heard that the
Continued on page 4
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car driver was supposed to
come to the hospital with
money for them, but he had
not come and so the situation
was getting dire. Michael knew
that he was scheduled for this
surgery thing the next day but
there seemed to be a lot of
concern about how they would
pay for it. Michael was tired
and his leg didn’t hurt quite as
much right now so he fell into
a deep sleep. Someone was
shaking his shoulder, where
was he, what was this he was
seeing as he struggled to wake
up, why was he seeing a whitefaced man?
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Michael is a recipient in the
LEAF program that LMI runs
in Ghana. His father disowned
him before he was born, and
his mother is doing her best
to try and earn a little money
here and there to support
herself. Michael can be in school
because the LEAF funding pays
for his classroom supplies and
the school uniform that he is
required to provide.
His plight came to our
attention when we were visiting
the school that he attends, and
the head teacher wished that
we would be able to visit him in
the hospital. We arranged to

do so the following day and the
above-mentioned incident took
place when we got there. “By
God’s Grace I am well,” is a
common reply in Ghana if you
ask someone how they are doing.
It is because of God’s mercy and
love that we can report that
as of this writing Michael has
had his surgery and the doctors
tell us that his leg should heal
completely. They do not believe
that he will be left with any
long-term consequences from
the accident. Michael is blessed
to be in a very good hospital

with competent doctors and
caring nurses. Even when he
was in his worst condition
Michael had the ability to put
a smile on his face. He is a
brave little boy and appears
to be doing well. Michael feels
very blessed and is now making
friends with the other children
that are at the hospital.
Whenever we communicate
with Michael, he always sends
his thanks and wishes for
blessings our way.
Arnold Frey
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Thank You
Thank you to everyone who donated, volunteered and attended
to make our second Charity Auction, Bake Sale, and Pulled Pork
Lunch event a success!

Annual Fall Beef BBQ Supper
Tuesday, August 27th, 2019
At Calvary United Church St. Jacobs
Supper from 5:30-7:30
Program starts at 7:45
Singing starts at 6:30
Singing before and after the program

Help Wanted

REDEEMED NEEDS YOU
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

If you are:
 An experienced Auto Mechanic
 Enjoy some adventure
 Like new foods, languages, & cultures  Interact well with others
 Have a strong relationship with God
To mentor graduates of
our mechanic class and
work with them as they
staff and operate
Redeemed Mechanic Shop
(Fond Parisien, Haiti)
For more information call:
740-305-9849
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Board Report
In the hustle and bustle of daily life it is easy to forget what
God really put us here on this earth to do. The trials and
struggles other people are facing are safely out of sight and
mind. Somewhere out there we know there are people whose
circumstances in life are vastly different than our own, but
those people are far away, and we don’t really have a personal
connection to them. We recognize we are blessed but in a
prospering community there is much work that needs to be
done. Maybe someday in the future we will have time to help
those who are less fortunate.
In Philippians 2:4 Paul says: “Look not every man to his own
things, but every man also on the things of others.” God does
not call all of us to far away places to do some great work, but
no matter what we are called to do we are all called to follow
Christ, and when we do, God gives us opportunities to bless
others and provide for them.
It is inspiring to watch a motivated group of people working
together. The second annual tool auction was held on March
the 9th and seeing everybody hustling about preparing for
and running the event was a great reminder that we live in
a community of people who are ready and willing to help when
they see an opportunity. Without the many hours of planning
and preparation and the hard work of dozens of volunteers this
event would not be possible.
Lighthouse Ministries has again been blessed with a successful
fundraiser. On behalf of the board and the many people in Ghana,
Haiti, and Jamaica who are the recipients of your generosity,
I would like to thank each one of you for your support. Whether
you donated items, volunteered your time and talents, or came
out to purchase the items at the auction, we appreciate your
contribution very much. May God bless each one of you as you
live and work for Him.
On behalf of the board,
Colin Shantz
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Lighthouse Ministries International
www.lighthouseministriesint.org
21 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 1M2

Board Members: (left to right)
Colin Shantz (Secretary/Treasurer) | (519) 591-9891
Arnold Frey (Board Member) | (519) 846-5898
Calvin Frey (Vice Chair) | (519) 698-0336
Matthew Frey (Chairman) | (519) 638-0122
Kevin Weber (Board Member) | (519) 292-1327

