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LMI in Ghana

In April 2022, | had the
opportunity to visit Ghana
with some of the Canadian
board members of Lighthouse
Ministries International. The
Annual General Meeting with
the Canadian LMI board,
Ghanaian board, and related
professionals was held during
that time. We are blessed
to have a good relationship
with in-country locals who
understand the culture and are
more capable of making and
administrating the day-to-day
operating decisions than we as
foreigners.

We did a considerable
amount of driving through the
countryside in the course of

the week as we visited the
people and programs sponsored
by LMI. At first as we drove
through the countryside, | saw
only jungle and wasteland, but
as we learned to identify the
vegetation the landscape took
on new meaning. What | initially
thought was wild overgrowth
or thick jungle, was actually
groves of bananas, palm

trees, cocoa beans, papaya
and coconuts and fields of
pineapple, cassava, and maize.
Every country | have visited has
its own beauty and potential,
and Ghana is no exception.

The same is true for the
people. Due to cultural, climate
and economic differences, we
don’t have the same standards
of living but people are the
same world over; they all bleed
red, live and die, weep and
laugh, have the same human

desires and the need of a
Saviour. No matter where |

go, | find people who want
money without working and
people who are willing to invest
their time and resources into
improving their own lives and
the communities they live in.

Part of combatting poverty
is the challenge of educating
people. In Ghana, girls would
rather get pregnant in their
teens than learn a skilled trade
and hold a job until they are
old enough to marry and take
care of a family. People would
rather invest their money into
the purchase of the latest
smartphone than save for a
capital purchase in the future,
even though it is impossible to
get a loan because credit is
unavailable. Public healthcare
funded by the government is
available, but many do not see
the value of a $5/year fee for
a health card. Many people
who graduate from high schoaol
want to be handed money
rather than work for a living.
These types of perspectives,
coupled with an environment
that presents less automatic
privileges than the average
American takes for granted,
create a cycle of disfunctional
families, illness, hunger and
abuse which we label as
poverty.

It was an inspiring
experience to see firsthand how
your monetary gifts channeled
through LMI are impacting the
lives of Ghanaians.

* We visited numerous
children who are enrolled in the
LEAF program; meeting them
at the school they attend or in
their homes and villages.

* What joy to see Michael
come running to meet us! He
was at one point in danger of
having his leg amputated due
to an accident and through
your gifts was able to access
healthcare for his broken leg.




e Timothy, a former resident
of the Lighthouse children’s
home, is the owner of a MF
285 tractor and plow. He owns
farmland and does custom
work. It is common knowledge
in Ghana that this series of
tractor is the best; it is the
only model that has parts
available in the country.

* The young boy, Philip,
preaching to his mother from
the New Testament he received
from Gideons Bible through
school.

* The new children’'s home
provides not only a safe and
comfortable place of care while
children wait reunification

with their families, but a place
where they receive academic
and scriptural education.

* Joyce, a former
LEAF recipient, who now
administrates a portion of the
LEAF program herself.

For every child in the
childrens home there are a
thousand more on the streets
of Accra. For every child
enrolled in the LEAF program,
there are ten thousand more
that would be eligible. The
magnitude of the needs can
be daunting but your gifts are
making a difference one child at
a time.

| was challenged by people
| met in Ghana. People who
are passionate about serving
where they are and making a
difference in their communities.
Their opportunities, vision,
resources and energy coupled
with your funds enable them
to do the Lord’s work of
“defending and delivering the
poor, fatherless, afflicted and
needy”. Psalm 82:2-3.

May “the spirit of the Lord
be upon (us), because He has
anointed (us) to preach the
gospel to the poor; he has sent
(us) to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed.”
Luke 4:18

Carol Horst

LEAF Program - Philip’s Story continued...

Philip was in the middle of
preaching Jesus Christ to his
mother when he heard the
shout “Williams is coming!”
He tossed his New Testament
on the windowsill of the two-
roomed mud hut and ran
to meet him. Williams was
accompanied by a group of
Canadians and the nurse
practitioner of the local medical
clinic. They were thankful to
see Philip in such an excellent
state of health.

Philip’'s mother first noticed
that something was wrong with
her newborn baby in his first
week of life. For 10 years she
did not know what was wrong
with him until he was brought
into contact with Williams
through the LEAF program
and the local medical clinic
where he was diagnosed with
Hirschsprung’'s Disease. With
funds from LMI, he received
corrective surgery on his
bowels. She was surprised
and amazed that anyone would
come to their aid because the
community had written him off.
But God intervened to redeem
Philip's life. He can now carry
two buckets of water and play
football with the other boys. He
is currently in Class 4 at schoaol
and hopes to be a doctor
someday.
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Annual Fundraiser Supper

Tuesday, September 27, 2022

Wallenstein Bible Chapel

Supper from 5:00 - 7:00

Program starts at 6:45

Singing starts at 6:00

Singing before and after the program

RSVP:
call or text 519-616-4133 for tickets

Everyone is welcome; your early confirmation is appreciated.
Limited number of walk-in meals available.

Tickets are:
Freewill Donation - no receipt issued for donations for the meal



